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“Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward.  It is the Lord Christ you are serving.”  Colossians 3:23-24 NIV
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Informal Pastor Gatherings
I know that some of you may have conflicts with one of these days in your county but it is my desire that you will be at one of the other gatherings.  I hope to limit our time together to 1 ½ hours but we will stay up to two hours if the need arises.

Why am I doing it this way?  I want our time to be less structured by time.  I want to share with you the beginnings of my vision and hear your heart.  We will move through our agenda with opportunities for any of you to speak honestly as we examine the challenges and opportunities before us.  I look forward to seeing each of you in this way.

Craven and Jones County

Monday, May 12th at 10:00 a.m.

Location: Trinity UMC in New Bern

Onslow County

Tuesday, May 13th at 10:00 a.m.

Location: Pine Valley UMC

Carteret County

Wednesday, May 14th at 1:30 p.m.

Location:  St. Peters UMC

Pamlico County

Thursday, May 15th at 10:00 a.m.

Location: Bayboro UMC
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Key Taylor Award Nominations

Rural church nominations for consideration of the Key Taylor Award are needed by May 9.  For 2008, $1,541.84 will be awarded. The award purpose is to call attention to the mission work of all rural churches by honoring the specific achievements of one rural church.  To nominate a church, respond in narrative form on one page to the criteria below by May 9 to Becky Biegger (beckybiegger@nccumc.org) at the Office of Missions.  Include the names of the church and district.

· The church is in a community of less than 1,500 people.

· The church has 250 members or less.

· The church is significantly involved in community mission.

· The church shows faithfulness in its stewardship of the mission and service commitments (apportionments) and supports Advance Specials.

· The church displays commitment towards growth in ministry and perseverance toward accomplishing their vision of ministry.

Nominations Committee Seeking More Applications
The Conference Committee on Nominations met recently and invites lay and clergy to submit completed Nomination Forms by May 5.  The goal is to create a broader and deeper pool of talent for leadership positions within Conference organizations over the next four years.  Applications should be returned by e-mail (leeharris@nccumc.org) , FAX (919-834-7989) or through the US Postal Service (Nominations, Connectional Ministries, PO Box 10955, Raleigh, NC 27605.  The form can be downloaded and completed in MS Word: http://www.nccumc.org/docs/nomform2008%2021808.doc.
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An Event is planned in the Fayetteville District that has the potential to transform the pastor and the church. On Tuesday, May 13 from 10-4, at Haymount UMC. Charlie Halley, author of The Heart of the Matter; Changing the World God’s Way, will be the “learning leader” for the day.


For 25 years Charlie has been providing transformational leadership for congregations, both as a staff member and external consultant.  As a seasoned coach, he has equipped church leaders to understand the systemic issues of congregational effectiveness and provide them with the practical strategies to be faithful.  His distinctive and biblical model for congregational transformation is the subject of his book.


At the end of this workshop each participant will be able to:

· More fully grasp the spiritual nature of congregational transformation

· Understand how this parallels our own discipleship journey

· Clearly see the contrast between equipping and institutional paradigms

· Acknowledge how and why many churches have become consumer-driven

· Appreciate how long it takes to facilitate community renewal

· Walk away with a “game plan” for ongoing transformation within the church


Lunch will be provided, as well as books for the workshop.  Clergy and lay members of your church are invited to attend free of charge.  REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED! To register for this event, please call the Fayetteville District Office at 910-485-2734 or email faydist@nccumc.org no later than 12:00 noon on Monday, May 5.

“No Man Left Behind” Event at St. James UMC In Greenville
WHEN:  September 11 - 13 - hosted by NC Conference UMM.  It will be Thursday evening through Saturday lunch.


The goal is to teach men how to disciple other men and develop exciting and dynamic men’s ministry in the local church.  More info to follow.  If I were a pastor I would set these dates aside to have as many men as possible at this event.

District Annual Conference Orientation Session
Trinity UMC (JA)

May 18, 2008

 It is at this event when we will first learn of the proposal concerning health care benefits for our retired pastors.  All are welcome to attend to learn more about the changes in policy that could affect, if approved, the pastors of our North Carolina Conference.  This is a very important orientation and all Lay Members of the Annual Conference, and especially new Lay representatives, are encourage to attend.  This presentation will begin at 3:00 p.m.  The session should last no more than one hour.
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Certified Lay Speakers
We are blessed with an abundance of persons who are trained and eager to speak in our churches but are under-utilized.  I hope you will find opportunities to allow these persons to speak in your churches.  Laity can best encourage laity to give their all for our Lord.



